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SC-COM315  Wedding photographer contract 
 
 
This agreement is dated: 
 
 
It is made between  [photographer’s name]                            of 
 
[address]                                                                                 (“the Photographer”) and 
 
[client’s name]                                                                         of 
 
[address]                                                                                 (“the Client”). 
 
The purpose of this contract is to record the terms agreed for a photographic 
assignment (the “Assignment”), details of  
 
The terms of this Agreement are  

1 The Assignment 
 
The terms of the Assignment are: 
 
1.1 Event:  the wedding of [her name] and [his name]. 
 
1.2 Media: coloured photographs, CD rom and . . . . .  
 
1.3 Location: [name or church or registry office] 
 
1.4 Date:  [date] 
 
1.5 Times of attendance: between [time] and [time] 
 
1.6 Preliminary planning attendance details: [details of any meeting required to 

discuss shots or programme] 
 
1.7 Price for the Assignment: £800 plus VAT.  This price does not include in excess 

of 100 prints in total.  Prints in excess of 100, including all duplicates, will be 
charged at £3.75 per print. 

 
1.8 Deposit payable 14 days before the date of the Assignment: [£amount] 
 
1.9 Last date for cancellation without penalty: [date]. 
 
1.10 Damages for cancellation by the Photographer shall be £5,000. 
 
1.11 Damages for cancellation by the Client shall be half the contract price. 
 
 

2 Ordering, payment and title 
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2.1 The deposit shall be paid within fourteen days before the date of the 

Assignment. 
 
2.2 Within fourteen days after the date of the Assignment, the Photographer shall 

send proof copies of the images in an appropriate medium for the Client to 
choose quantities and sizes of reproduction in print or other media. 

 
2.3 The Client shall make such choices and shall tell the Photographer within 14 

days of having received the proof copies. 
 
2.4 The Photographer shall deliver the images as ordered within 21 days of the 

Client having made the choices. 
 
2.5 Within 21 days of having received the prints or other media recording the event, 

the Client shall pay the Photographer the balance of all money due under this 
agreement. 

 
2.6 Such title as has been agreed to pass, to the intellectual property in the images 

produced in the course of the Assignment shall not pass to the Client until 
payment of the contract price has been paid. 

 
 

3 Photographer’s obligations  
 
3.1 The Photographer agrees to devote his full time attention and ability for the 

duration of the Assignment. 
 
3.2 Within the scope of the Assignment the Photographer will record whatever 

events the Client reasonably requests. 
 
3.3 The Photographer will personally bear the cost of all expenses incurred by him in 

work on an Assignment. 
 
3.4 This contract is personal to the Photographer and may not be assigned. 
 
 

4 Photographer’s status 
  
4.1 The Photographer is an independent contractor.  The Photographer 

acknowledges that this agreement does not constitutes an employment contract 
between the Client and the Photographer.  

 
4.2 The Photographer agrees that he will be responsible for his own income and 

other tax liability and national insurance in respect of his fees and he hereby 
agrees to indemnify [name] in respect of any claim that may be made by any tax 
authority against [name] in respect of income or other tax or national insurance 
relating to the Photographers services under this agreement. 
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5 Cancellation of agreement 

 
5.1 This agreement may be cancelled without penalty by either party at any time 

before 5.00 pm on the date specified in paragraph one above. 
 
5.2 This agreement may be cancelled without penalty by either party at any time 

upon providing proof of the happening of one of the following serious events: 
 

5.2.1  . . . . . . . . 
 
5.3 If the Photographer cancels this agreement or fails in some other way to provide 

the services envisaged then the agreed damages specified in paragraph 1 shall 
be payable. 

 
5.4 If the Client cancels this agreement or fails in some other way to facilitate the 

performance of this contract by the Photographer, then the agreed damages 
specified in paragraph 1 shall be payable. 

 
 

6 Insurance  
 
The Photographer undertakes to obtain insurance against liability for professional 
negligence and against circumstances which prevent him from fulfilling this contract. 
 
 

7 Intellectual property  
 
7.1 All intellectual Property in the images created by the Photographer during work 

on the Assignment belongs to the Client and the Photographer hereby agrees to 
execute any document necessary to give effect to this provision. 

 
7.2 The photographer may not use or reproduce material arising from the 

Assignment in any for or medium except with the consent of the Client. 
 
7.3 The client may call for all copies of all material in soft copy and as “negatives” 

without additional payment. 
OR 

7.1 All intellectual Property created by the Photographer during work on the 
Assignment belongs to the Photographer. 

 
7.2 The Client has agreed to buy hard copies or images in a medium ready to be 

viewed and the Photographer hereby grants an exclusive licence to the Client to 
use and reproduce such  images without limit. 

 
7.3 The Client may not use or have access to any image in any medium in respect of 

which payment has not been made to the Photographer. 
AND 

7.4 In any event, the Photographer undertakes that he will not reproduce nor sell nor 
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transfer and image produced as part of this assignment to any person except the 
Client. 
  

 
 agrees to execute any document necessary to give effect to this provision.  
 
 

8 Force majeure 
 
8.1 Neither party shall be liable for any breach of its obligations resulting from 

causes beyond its reasonable control. 
 
8.2 Causes deemed to be beyond reasonable control shall include: 
 

8.2.1 death or serious injury of illness of a close family member; 
8.2.2 injury to or illness of the Photographer personally. 

 
8.3 Each of the parties agrees to give notice immediately to the other upon 

becoming aware of an event of force majeure such notice to contain details of 
the circumstances giving rise to it. 

 
 

9 Successors to the agreement 
 
The Photographer acknowledges that this agreement is personal to him and 
accordingly he shall not be entitled to assign the benefit of it. 
 
 

10 Waiver 
 

The failure by either party to enforce at any time or for any period any one or more of 
the terms or conditions of this Contract shall not be a waiver of them or of the right at 
any time subsequently to enforce all terms and conditions of this Contract. 
 
 

11 Notices 
 
Any notice to be served on either of the parties by the other shall be sent by first class 
post or pre paid recorded delivery or by facsimile and shall be deemed to have been 
received by the addressee within 72 hours of posting or 24 hours if sent by facsimile to 
the correct number. 
 

12 Dispute Resolution 
 
In the event of a dispute arising out of or in connection with this Contract and which has 
not been resolved following discussions and negotiations between a person or persons 
appointed or authorised by the Customer and the Writers then they undertake to 
attempt to settle the dispute by engaging in good faith with the other in a process of 
mediation before commencing arbitration or litigation. 
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13 Jurisdiction 
 
This agreement shall be construed according to the laws of Scottland.  
 
 
   
Signed by [name],  the Client 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed by [name],  the Photographer: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Net Lawman Ltd 
andrewrt@scotlawman.co.uk 
CopyrightAndrewTaylor2007



 

 
Copyright Andrew Taylor and Net Lawman Ltd 2002-07 

6 

Explanatory notes on document ref:   SC-COM315 Wedding photographer 
contract 
 
These notes are by way of explanation of your document.  They do not constitute 
advice as to the circumstances in which the document should be used or as to terms 
that should be deleted or changed.   
 
Help with this document 
 
If you would like simple help in completing some part of the document, by all means 
telephone or e-mail us.  We shall provide up to five minutes advice free of charge.  
Please read these notes carefully before contacting us. 
 
If you would like us to check your changes or to add new provisions or you just want 
more detailed advice, we shall be pleased to help you through our paid advice scheme.  
It is very simple.  Just make a payment at http://www.scotlawman.co.uk/account-
topup.php   The minimum initial payment is £120, which pays for one hours work.  A 
few small amendments will probably cost £50, so you will have money back.  More 
substantial alterations may cost £300.  We repay any excess immediately we have 
completed the work for you.  Full details of how we charge are at 
http://www.scotlawman.co.uk/how-we-charge.php   
 
 

Our contact details are: 
 

Net Lawman Limited 
Astons Barn 
North Green Road 
Pulham St Mary 
Diss 
IP21 4YF 
United Kingdom 
Tel:    01379 608002 
E-mail: andrew.taylor@ScotLawman.co.uk     

 
Copyright 
All documents are copyright Net Lawman Ltd, 2002-2007.  Documents may be 
enlarged, reduced or otherwise edited, but we ask you please to keep the copyright 
notice in place so far as that does not inconvenience your use of the document. If you 
want to remove it, then you may do so. 
 
The license to use the document is effective for use by one organisation only, as often 
as you like. 
 
The notes 
 
General comments 
 
1 It is entirely in your hands as to how strongly you wish to protect your interest at 
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the expense of your other party.  This contract contains provisions strongly to 
protect either side.  Some deletion may be appropriate. 

 
2 The question of liability for default should be considered carefully.  The 

alternative possibilities are endless.  It should be remembered that such 
provisions should be read with the “force majeure” provision and with the 
provision compelling the photographer to insure.  A Photographer using this 
agreement may well find a good selling point in the provision of insurance and 
consequent acceptance of full liability. 

 
 
Paragraph specific  
  
1 All the variables are here together in one place.  You may need to read the rest 

of the document to understand the relevance of some.  Items not required 
should be deleted. 

 
2 It is most important that consideration be given to the practical aspects of 

delivery and payment.  Here are some suggestions. 
 
3 Photographer’s obligations are basic and obvious. 
 
4 The Photographer’s status will not be important in a contract for a single 

assignment, such a wedding photography, and should be deleted.  However, it 
will be very important in circumstances where the Photographer works 
repeatedly for the Client.  Remember that what matters in the question of status 
are the actual facts, not the name the parties give to the agreement. 

 
5 Because a wedding assignment is so unique an occasion for the Client, some 

provision for cancellation is reasonable.  The detail however, may vary greatly 
from one contract to another.  Our purpose here is to draw attention to the 
possibilities so that both sides are happy with the arrangement. 

 
6 No comment. 
 
7 Established practice does little to protect the rights of either party.  Both need to 

know what rights they have.  Now that it is so easy to sell images via the Internet, 
Clients may feel they must more clearly establish their rights.  The photographer 
too, may see opportunities for multiple future sales provided he can establish his 
right to sell. 

 
8 This “old fashioned” paragraph should be left in place.  In any emergency, 

neither side should be put in a position where they might have to pay damages 
for events genuinely beyond their control. 

 
End of notes 


